[Aseptic central venous catheter exchange with a guide wire].
Central venous catheters are exchanged in cases of malfunction, suspected infections, or when another catheter type is required. It can be replaced by new venipuncture or using a guide wire. The guide wire technique should be used with a defective catheter or when the catheter type is to be changed. It is contraindicated at exit site infections or proven or suspected catheter infections. Due to possible cross contamination of new by old catheter material meticulous aseptic technique is required. A detailed description of the process of catheter exchange using a guide wire with special regard to the aseptic technique is given.